
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FREE AND 
REDUCED PRICE SCHOOL MEALS 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Mooresville Graded School District offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs 
$1.00; lunch costs $2.15 for K-6 grade schools and $2.40 for middle and high school. Your children may qualify for free 
meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced price is $.30 for breakfast and $.40 for lunch. This packet includes an application for free 
or reduced price meal benefits with instructions on the application. Below are some common questions and answers to help you with 
the application process. 

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS? 
• All children in households receiving benefits from Food and Nutrition Services (FNS, formerly known as Food 

Stamps), the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Work First Cash Assistance 
(formerly Temporary Assistance for Needy Families or TANF), are eligible for free meals. 

• Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free meals.  
• Children participating in their school’s Federally-funded Head Start program are eligible for free meals. 
• Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals. 
• Children may receive free or reduced price meals if your household’s income is within the limits on the Federal Income 

Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals if your household income falls at or below 
the limits on this chart.  

FEDERAL INCOME CHART 
Effective For School Year July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019 

Household size Annual Monthly Twice Per 
Month 

Every Two 
Weeks 

Weekly 

1 22,459 1,872 936 864 432 
2 30,451 2,538 1,269 1,172 586 
3 38,443 3,204 1,602 1,479 740 
4 46,435 3,870 1,935 1,786 893 
5 54,427 4,536 2,268 2,094 1,047 
6 62,419 5,202 2,601 2,401 1,201 
7 70,411 5,868 2,934 2,709 1,355 
8 78,403 6,534 3,267 3,016 1,508 

Each 
additional 
person: 

7,992 666 333 308 154 

 
2. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members of your 

household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? 
Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or 
household? If you believe children in your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free 
meals, please call or e-mail 704-658-2620  

3. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD?  No. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all 
required information. Return the completed application to: Kim McCall, School Nutrition Department, Mooresville Graded 
Schools, 574 W. McLelland Avenue, Building B, Mooresville, NC 28115. 

4. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE 
ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS?  No, but please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. If any 
children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact  School Nutrition Department, 574 W. 
McLelland Ave, Mooresville, NC 28115 at (704)663-1531 immediately or email Kim McCall at kmccall@mgsd.k12.nc.us. 

5. CAN I APPLY ONLINE? Yes! You are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a paper application if you are 
able. The online application has the same requirements and will ask you for the same information as the paper application. Visit 
www.mgsd.k12.nc.us to begin or TO learn more about the online application process. Contact Kim McCall, School Nutrition 
Director, Mooresville Graded Schools, 574 W. McLelland Ave, Mooresville, NC 28115 at (704)663-1531 or email 
Kim McCall at kmccall@mgsd.k12.nc.us if you have any questions about the online application. 



6. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR.  DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE?  YES.  Your child’s 
application is only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year.  You must send in a new application 
unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year.   

7. I GET WIC.  CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS?  Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or 
reduced price meals.  Please send in an application. 

8. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income 
you report.  

9. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year.  For example, 
children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the 
household income drops below the income limit. 

10. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. 
You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to:  Todd Black, 305 N. Main Street, Mooresville, NC 28115 or Phone 
(704)658-2572 or email: tblack@mgsd.k12.nc.us. 

11. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other household 
members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced price meals.   

12. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally 
make $1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month.  
If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes.  If you have lost a job or had 
your hours or wages reduced, use your current income. 

13. WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not receive some 
types of income we ask you to report on the application, or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please write 0 
in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when 
leaving income fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so. 

14. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be 
reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing, or receive Family Subsistence 
Supplemental Allowance payments, it must also be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing 
Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is 
also excluded from income.  

15. WHAT IF THERE ISN’T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY?  List any additional household members 
on a separate piece of paper, and attach it to your application. Contact Kim McCall, School Nutrition Director, Mooresville 
Graded Schools, 574 W. McLelland Ave, Mooresville, NC 28115 at (704)663-1531 or email Kim McCall at 
kmccall@mgsd.k12.nc.us to receive a second application. 

16. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply 
for Food and Nutrition Services (FNS, formerly Food Stamps) or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance 
office or call The Careline at 1-800-662-7030.  

If you have other questions or need help, call (704)663-1531 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kimberly McCall, MS, RDN, LDN, 
MGSD School Nutrition Director 
 
The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the information, but if you do not, 
we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals. You must include the last four digits of the social security number of the adult household 
member who signs the application. The last four digits of the social security number is not required when you apply on behalf of a foster child or you list a 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you indicate that the adult household member signing the application 
does not have a social security number. We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and for 
administration and enforcement of the lunch and breakfast programs. We MAY share your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition 
programs to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their programs, auditors for program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help them look 
into violations of program rules. 
 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. 





PůĞĂƐĞ ŵĂŝů ƚŚŝƐ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ͗ 

SŽƵƌĐĞƐ ŽĨ IŶĐŽŵĞ ĨŽƌ CHILDRENͬSTUDENTS 

SŽƵƌĐĞƐ ŽĨ IŶĐŽŵĞ EǆĂŵƉůĞƐ 

x EĂƌŶŝŶŐƐ ĨƌŽŵ ǁŽƌŬ x A ĐŚŝůĚ ŚĂƐ Ă ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ĨƵůů Žƌ ƉĂƌƚ-ƟŵĞ ũŽď ǁŚĞƌĞ ƚŚĞǇ ĞĂƌŶ Ă 
ƐĂůĂƌǇ Žƌ ǁĂŐĞƐ  

x SŽĐŝĂů SĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ 
 -DŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ PĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ 
 -SƵƌǀŝǀŽƌ͛Ɛ BĞŶĞĮƚƐ 

x A ĐŚŝůĚ ŝƐ ďůŝŶĚ Žƌ ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ SŽĐŝĂů SĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ ďĞŶĞͲ
ĮƚƐ 

 
x A PĂƌĞŶƚ ŝƐ ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ͕ ƌĞƟƌĞĚ Žƌ ĚĞĐĞĂƐĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĐŚŝůĚ 

x IŶĐŽŵĞ ĨƌŽŵ ĂŶǇ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƐŽƵƌĐĞ  x A ĐŚŝůĚ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ ƉĞŶƐŝŽŶ ĨƵŶĚ͕ 
ĂŶŶƵŝƚǇ Žƌ ƚƌƵƐƚ 

SŽƵƌĐĞƐ ŽĨ IŶĐŽŵĞ ĨŽƌ ADULTS 

EĂƌŶŝŶŐ ĨƌŽŵ WŽƌŬ  
PƵďůŝĐ AƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞͬAůŝŵŽŶǇͬ 

CŚŝůĚ SƵƉƉŽƌƚ  
PĞŶƐŝŽŶƐͬRĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚͬ 

Aůů OƚŚĞƌ IŶĐŽŵĞ  

x SĂůĂƌǇ͕ ǁĂŐĞƐ͕ ĐĂƐŚ ďŽŶƵƐĞƐ 

x NĞƚ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƐĞůĨ-
ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ ;ĨĂƌŵ Žƌ ďƵƐŝͲ
ŶĞƐƐͿ 

 

IĨ ǇŽƵ ĂƌĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ U͘“͘ MŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͗ 

x BĂƐŝĐ ƉĂǇ ĂŶĚ ĐĂƐŚ ďŽŶƵƐĞƐ 
;ĚŽ NOT ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ ĐŽŵďĂƚ ƉĂǇ͕ 
FSSA Žƌ ƉƌŝǀĂƟǌĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ 
ĂůůŽǁĂŶĐĞƐͿ 

x AůůŽǁĂŶĐĞƐ ĨŽƌ Žī-ďĂƐĞ ŚŽƵƐͲ
ŝŶŐ͕ ĨŽŽĚ ĂŶĚ ĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐ  

x UŶĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ 
x WŽƌŬĞƌ͛Ɛ ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ 

x SƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů SĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ IŶĐŽŵĞ 
;SSIͿ 

x CĂƐŚ AƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĨƌŽŵ SƚĂƚĞ Žƌ 
ůŽĐĂů ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ 

x AůŝŵŽŶǇ ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ 
x CŚŝůĚ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ 
x VĞƚĞƌĂŶ͛Ɛ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ 
x SƚƌŝŬĞ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ  

x SŽĐŝĂů SĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ƌĂŝůͲ
ƌŽĂĚ ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ďůĂĐŬ 
ůƵŶŐ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐͿ 

x PƌŝǀĂƚĞ ƉĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ Žƌ ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ 
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ 

x RĞŐƵůĂƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƚƌƵƐƚƐ Žƌ 
ĞƐƚĂƚĞƐ 

x AŶŶƵŝƟĞƐ 

x IŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ 

x EĂƌŶĞĚ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ 

x RĞŶƚĂů ŝŶĐŽŵĞ 

x RĞŐƵůĂƌ ĐĂƐŚ ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ ĨƌŽŵ 
ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ 

TŚĞ RŝĐŚĂƌĚ B͘ RƵƐƐĞůů NĂƟŽŶĂů SĐŚŽŽů LƵŶĐŚ AĐƚ ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ŽŶ ƚŚŝƐ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘ YŽƵ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ŚĂǀĞ 
ƚŽ ŐŝǀĞ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ ďƵƚ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ͕ ǁĞ ĐĂŶŶŽƚ ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŚŝůĚ ĨŽƌ ĨƌĞĞ Žƌ ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ ƉƌŝĐĞ ŵĞĂůƐ͘ YŽƵ 
ŵƵƐƚ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ĨŽƵƌ ĚŝŐŝƚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŽĐŝĂů ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂĚƵůƚ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ǁŚŽ ƐŝŐŶƐ ƚŚĞ 
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘ TŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ĨŽƵƌ ĚŝŐŝƚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŽĐŝĂů ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŝƐ ŶŽƚ ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ ǁŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ĂƉƉůǇ ŽŶ ďĞŚĂůĨ ŽĨ Ă 
ĨŽƐƚĞƌ ĐŚŝůĚ Žƌ ǇŽƵ ůŝƐƚ Ă SƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů NƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ AƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ;SNAPͿ͕ TĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ AƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĨŽƌ NĞĞĚǇ 
FĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ;TANFͿ PƌŽŐƌĂŵ Žƌ FŽŽĚ DŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ŽŶ IŶĚŝĂŶ RĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ ;FDPIRͿ ĐĂƐĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ Žƌ ŽƚŚĞƌ 
FDPIR ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞƌ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŚŝůĚ Žƌ ǁŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĂĚƵůƚ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ƐŝŐŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ 
ĚŽĞƐ ŶŽƚ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ƐŽĐŝĂů ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ ŶƵŵďĞƌ͘ WĞ ǁŝůů ƵƐĞ ǇŽƵƌ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ ŝĨ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŚŝůĚ ŝƐ ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ ĨŽƌ 
ĨƌĞĞ Žƌ ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ ƉƌŝĐĞ ŵĞĂůƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ĨŽƌ ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůƵŶĐŚ ĂŶĚ ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘ WĞ 
MAY ƐŚĂƌĞ ǇŽƵƌ ĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ ĂŶĚ ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ƚŚĞŵ ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ͕ 
ĨƵŶĚ͕ Žƌ ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕ ĂƵĚŝƚŽƌƐ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ ƌĞǀŝĞǁƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ůĂǁ ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ ƚŽ 
ŚĞůƉ ƚŚĞŵ ůŽŽŬ ŝŶƚŽ ǀŝŽůĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ ƌƵůĞƐ͘ 
 
 
USDA NŽŶ-DŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ SƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ 
IŶ ĂĐĐŽƌĚĂŶĐĞ ǁŝƚŚ FĞĚĞƌĂů Đŝǀŝů ƌŝŐŚƚƐ ůĂǁ ĂŶĚ U͘S͘ DĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ AŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ ;USDAͿ Đŝǀŝů ƌŝŐŚƚƐ ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ 
ĂŶĚ ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞ USDA͕ ŝƚƐ AŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕ ŽĸĐĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ ŝŶ Žƌ ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌŝŶŐ 
USDA ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ĂƌĞ ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƚĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŶŐ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ ƌĂĐĞ͕ ĐŽůŽƌ͕ ŶĂƟŽŶĂů ŽƌŝŐŝŶ͕ ƐĞǆ͕ ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ ĂŐĞ͕ Žƌ 
ƌĞƉƌŝƐĂů Žƌ ƌĞƚĂůŝĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŝŽƌ Đŝǀŝů ƌŝŐŚƚƐ ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ ŝŶ ĂŶǇ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ Žƌ ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ Žƌ ĨƵŶĚĞĚ ďǇ USDA͘ 
 
PĞƌƐŽŶƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ ǁŚŽ ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ ŵĞĂŶƐ ŽĨ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ;Ğ͘Ő͘ BƌĂŝůůĞ͕ 
ůĂƌŐĞ ƉƌŝŶƚ͕ ĂƵĚŝŽƚĂƉĞ͕ AŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ SŝŐŶ LĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕ ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ͕ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ƚŚĞ AŐĞŶĐǇ ;SƚĂƚĞ Žƌ ůŽĐĂůͿ ǁŚĞƌĞ ƚŚĞǇ 
ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ ĨŽƌ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘ IŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ ĚĞĂĨ͕ ŚĂƌĚ ŽĨ ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ Žƌ ŚĂǀĞ ƐƉĞĞĐŚ ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ ŵĂǇ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ USDA 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ FĞĚĞƌĂů RĞůĂǇ SĞƌǀŝĐĞ Ăƚ ;ϴϬϬͿ ϴϳϳ-ϴϯϯϵ͘ AĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ŵĂǇ ďĞ ŵĂĚĞ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ 
ŝŶ ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ EŶŐůŝƐŚ͘ 
 
TŽ ĮůĞ Ă ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ ŽĨ ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ ƚŚĞ USDA PƌŽŐƌĂŵ DŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ CŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ FŽƌŵ͕ ;AD
-ϯϬϮϳͿ ĨŽƵŶĚ ŽŶůŝŶĞ Ăƚ͗ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĂƐĐƌ͘ƵƐĚĂ͘ŐŽǀͬĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚͺĮůŝŶŐͺĐƵƐƚ͘Śƚŵů͕ ĂŶĚ Ăƚ ĂŶǇ USDA ŽĸĐĞ͕ Žƌ ǁƌŝƚĞ 
Ă ůĞƩĞƌ ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ ƚŽ USDA ĂŶĚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ůĞƩĞƌ Ăůů ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĨŽƌŵ͘ TŽ ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ Ă 
ĐŽƉǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ ĨŽƌŵ͕ ĐĂůů ;ϴϲϲͿ ϲϯϮ-ϵϵϵϮ͘ SƵďŵŝƚ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ ĨŽƌŵ Žƌ ůĞƩĞƌ ƚŽ USDA ďǇ͗ 
 
;ϭͿ ŵĂŝů͗ U͘S͘ DĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ AŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ 
  OĸĐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ AƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ SĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ ĨŽƌ Cŝǀŝů RŝŐŚƚƐ 
  ϭϰϬϬ IŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ AǀĞŶƵĞ͕ SW 
  WĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕ D͘C͘ ϮϬϮϱϬ-ϵϰϭϬ͖ 
 
;ϮͿ ĨĂǆ͗ ;ϮϬϮͿ ϲϵϬ-ϳϰϰϮ͖ Žƌ 
 
;ϯͿ  ĞŵĂŝů͗ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘ŝŶƚĂŬĞΛƵƐĚĂ͘ŐŽǀ 
 
TŚŝƐ ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ ŝƐ ĂŶ ĞƋƵĂů ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌ͘ 

MGSD SĐŚŽŽů NƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ 

ϱϳϰ W͘ MĐLĞůůĂŶĚ AǀĞ͕͘ BƵŝůĚŝŶŐ B 

MŽŽƌĞƐǀŝůůĞ͕ NC Ϯϴϭϭϱ 

WĞĞŬůǇ с OŶĐĞ ƉĞƌ ǁĞĞŬ  Bŝ-WĞĞŬůǇ с EǀĞƌǇ ƚǁŽ ;ϮͿ ǁĞĞŬƐ 

MŽŶƚŚůǇ с OŶĐĞ ƉĞƌ ŵŽŶƚŚ Bŝ-MŽŶƚŚůǇ с TǁŝĐĞ ƉĞƌ ŵŽŶƚŚ 

AŶŶƵĂůůǇ с TŽƚĂů ƐĂůĂƌǇ ƉĞƌ ǇĞĂƌ 

IŶĐŽŵĞ FƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ 

SŽƵƌĐĞƐ ŽĨ IŶĐŽŵĞ 

 
YŽƵ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ĮůĞ ŽƵƚ Ă ƉĂƉĞƌ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ ĂŶ 
ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘  

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


HOW TO APPLY FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE SCHOOL MEALS 
Please use these instructions to help you fill out the application for free or reduced price school meals. You only need to submit one application per household, 
even if your children attend more than one school in MOORESVILLE GRADED SCHOOL DISTRICT. The application must be filled out completely to certify your 
children for free or reduced price school meals. Please follow these instructions in order! Each step of the instructions is the same as the steps on your 
application. If at any time you are not sure what to do next, please contact MGSD School Nutrition 704-663-1531. You do not need to fill out a paper application 
if you have already submitted an electronic application online from the website. 

PLEASE USE A PEN (NOT A PENCIL) WHEN FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION AND DO YOUR BEST TO PRINT CLEARLY. 

STEP B: DO ANY HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS CURRENTLY PARTICIPATE IN FNS, Work First Cash Assistance/TANF, OR FDPIR? 
If anyone in your household (including you) currently participates in one or more of the assistance programs listed below, your children are eligible for free school meals: 
• Food and Nutrition Services (FNS formerly Food Stamps). 
• Work First Cash Assistance (formerly Temporary Assistance for Needy Families or TANF). 
• The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR). 
1)  If no one in your household participates in any of the above 
listed programs:  
• Leave STEP B blank and go to STEP C. 

2)  If anyone in your household participates in any of the above listed programs:  
• Write a case number for FNS, Work First Cash Assistance/TANF, or FDPIR. You only need to provide one case 

number. If you participate in one of these programs and do not know your case number, contact: Food and 
Nutrition Services (FNS, formerly Food Stamps) or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance 
office or call The Careline at 1-800-662-7030. 

• Go to STEP E. 

STEP C: REPORT INCOME FOR ALL ADULT HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS 
How do I report my income?  
• Use the charts titled “Sources of Income for Adults” and “Sources of Income for Children,” printed on the back side of the application form to determine if your household has 

income to report. 

STEP A: LIST ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS WHO ARE INFANTS, CHILDREN, AND STUDENTS UP TO AND INCLUDING GRADE 12 
Tell us how many infants, children, and school students live in your household. They do NOT have to be related to you to be a part of your household.  
Who should I list here? When filling out this section, please include ALL members in your household who are:  
• Children age 18 or under AND are supported with the household’s income; 
• In your care under a foster arrangement, or qualify as homeless, migrant, or runaway youth; 
• Students attending MOORESVILLE GRADED SCHOOL DISTRICT, regardless of age. 
1) List each child’s name. Print each child’s 
name. Use one line of the application for each 
child. If there are more children present than 
lines on the application, attach a second piece 
of paper with all required information for the 
additional children.  Is the child a student at 
Mooresville Graded School District ? Circle “S” 
for Student and “O” for Other children that 
are not students to indicate the child’s role in 
the household. 

2) For each student in the 
household, enter the name of 
the school and the student’s 
current grade.  

3) If applicable, please circle if a 
Child/Student is Homeless (H), Migrant 
(M), Runaway (R) or Foster (F) Foster 
children who live with you may count as 
members of your household and should be 
listed on your application.   

4) Report all income earned or received by children. 
Report the combined gross income for ALL children listed 
in your household in the box marked “Child Income.” 
Only count foster children’s income if you are applying 
for them together with the rest of your household.  
 

What is Child Income? Child income is money received 
from outside your household that is paid DIRECTLY to 
your children. Many households do not have any child 
income. 



• Report all amounts in GROSS INCOME ONLY. Report all income in whole dollars. Do not include cents.  
o Gross income is the total income received before taxes 
o Many people think of income as the amount they “take home” and not the total, “gross” amount. Make sure that the income you report on this application has NOT been 

reduced to pay for taxes, insurance premiums, or any other amounts taken from your pay. 
• Write a “0” in any fields where there is no income to report. Any income fields left empty or blank will also be counted as a zero. If you write ‘0’ or leave any fields blank, you are 

certifying (promising) that there is no income to report. If local officials suspect that your household income was reported incorrectly, your application will be investigated. 
• Circle how often each type of income is received using the frequency to the right of each field. 
Who should I list here? 
• When filling out this section, please include ALL adult members in your household who are living with you and share income and expenses, even if they are not related and even 

if they do not receive income of their own. 
• Do NOT include:  
o People who live with you but are not supported by your household’s income AND do not contribute income to your household.  
o Infants, Children and students already listed in STEP A. 

1) List adult household members’ 
names. Print the name of each 
household member in the boxes marked 
“Names of Adult Household Members 
(First and Last).” Do not list any 
household members you listed in STEP A.  

2) Report earnings from work. Report all income 
from work in the “Earnings from Work” field on 
the application. This is usually the money 
received from working at jobs. If you are a self-
employed business or farm owner, you will 
report your net income. 
 

What if I am self-employed? Report income 
from that work as a net amount. This is 
calculated by subtracting the total operating 
expenses of your business from its gross receipts 
or revenue.  

3) Report income from public 
assistance/child support/alimony. Report 
all income that applies in the “Public 
Assistance/Child Support/Alimony” field on 
the application. Do not report the cash 
value of any public assistance benefits NOT 
listed on the chart. If income is received 
from child support or alimony, only report 
court-ordered payments. Informal but 
regular payments should be reported as 
“other” income in the next part.  

4) Report income from 
pensions/retirement/all other 
income. Report all income that 
applies in the “Pensions/Retirement/ 
All Other Income” field on the 
application. 

STEP D: REPORT HOUSEHOLD TOTAL AND SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
1) Report total household size. Enter the total number of household members in the field 
“Total Household Members (Children and Adults).” This number MUST be equal to the 
number of household members listed in STEP A and STEP C. If there are any members of your 
household that you have not listed on the application, go back and add them. It is very 
important to list all household members, as the size of your household affects your eligibility 
for free and reduced price meals. 

2) Provide the last four digits of your Social Security Number. An adult household 
member must enter the last four digits of their Social Security Number in the space 
provided. You are eligible to apply for benefits even if you do not have a Social 
Security Number. If no adult household members have a Social Security Number, 
leave this space blank and mark the box to the right labeled “I do not have a Social 
Security Number.” 

STEP E: ATTESTATION - CONTACT INFORMATION AND ADULT SIGNATURE 
All applications must be signed by an adult member of the household. By signing the application, that household member is promising that all information has been truthfully 
and completely reported. Before completing this section, please also make sure you have read the privacy and civil rights statements on the back of the application. 
1) Provide your contact information. Write your current address on the line provided if 
this information is available. If you have no permanent address, this does not make your 
children ineligible for free or reduced price school meals. Sharing a phone number, email 
address, or both is optional, but helps us reach you quickly if we need to contact you. 

2) Print and sign your name. Print the 
name of the adult signing the application 
and that person signs in the box “Head of 
Household Signature.” 

3) Write today’s date. In the space 
provided, write today’s date in the box.    

STEP F: CHILDREN’S ETHNIC AND RACIAL IDENTITIES (Optional) Share children’s racial and ethnic identities. We ask you to share information about your 
children’s race and ethnicity. This field is optional and does not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price school meals. 

 


